The present study was made known from the data collected from 100 tribal women, who were involved in 
INTRODUCTION
Farm women are the backbone of Indian agriculture. Growing food has been an interminable saga of her life. It is a well recognized fact that, more than 60 % of agricultural operations have been traditionally handled by women. Even cultural anthropological literature suggests that, agriculture is invention of women. Rural woman is extensively involved in agricultural activities. The nature and extent of their involvement, differs with the variations in agro-production systems. The mode of female participation in agricultural production varies with the landowning status of farm household. Their roles range from managers to landless labourers (Vinod Kumar et al, 1985) . Women are doing almost all the agricultural work, starting from the sowing of seeds to harvesting and processing the agricultural produce. Like other rural women, tribal farmwomen also play an important role in agriculture. No field operation is beyond the reach of women. Though, an overwhelming majority of tribal women (91%) is involved in agriculture, half (44.3%) of them were agricultural laborers. There are a large number of studies on tribal communities, but only few have focused on tribal women. Singh, 1993 , restated that, there is material on tribal in general, but that, on tribal women specifically is limited. Keeping this fact in view, the investigation in Srikakulam district was undertaken, with objective of participation of tribal women in different farming activities. 
Savara -Agricultural Scenario
Savara is one of the agrarian tribes, situated in hamlets of Palakonda hills in Srikakulam district. Savaras are expert terrace cultivators. They prepare platforms, one over the other like steps in a stair case on the low gradient slopes and construct stone terraces, in order to catch and preserve the down flowering rain water from a hill stream. They raise paddy, ginger, turmeric, bananas, red gram, and grow vegetables and millets on hill and flat fields. During the lean season, they make ends meet on a variety of edible roots, tubers leaves and fruits collected from the forest.
METHODOLOGY
The study was undertaken in district Srikakulam, which was randomly selected out of all five districts of Andhra Pradesh, having tribal population. From Srikakulam, two blocks Palakonda (hilly) and Ganguwari Cigadam (plain) were selected randomly, and from the two blocks one village from each i.e., Rajam (plain) Palakonda (hilly) were selected randomly. 100 Savara tribal women, who were involved in farming, were selected randomly. Data was collected personally by the investigator, through the well structured interview schedule. Weighted mean score and ranks were used, to find out the participation of tribal women in different farming activities. Husband and children got involved in activities like ploughing (50%), leveling (49%), channel making (47%), a band making, thinning as these are highly labor demanding works of farming. Joint work was done in few activities, such as application of water (42%), making bonds (32%), spreading manure (26%) and loading and unloading the products (19%).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Once again, marketing work was done by husbands help only for the majority (49%) of respondents. The overall weighted mean for this activity was found to be 1.42, with 3 rd rank among all the activities.
The findings indicate that, majority of tribal women cultivators/farmers got their husband or children's help and assistance in hard activities like ploughing, leveling, ridging, bund making etc. Table 2 reveals that, education and occupation were significant at 5% with the participation of tribal women in farming activities. It shows that, the independent variables are positively related to the participation of tribal women in farming.
CONCLUSIONS
Tribal women hold high and prestigious position in their tribal society, as they play a crucial role in contributing to the family's economy (Singh 1991) .Tough majority (63%) of the respondents were involved in farming /agriculture, as they remain as agricultural labours and only 10% were cultivators. The overall research showed that, in farm activities, participation of tribal women was found in activities like cleaning, storage structure with a weighted mean score (1.95) ranking first, followed by manure preparation (1.91) ranking second and seed treatment (1.75), among the farming activities. Less involvement of tribal women was studied in hard activities like ploughing transportation of produce, levelling of land ethic, as they require high energy and are strenuous. It is also shown that, the independent variables are positively related to the participation of tribal women in farming. 
RECOMMENDATIONS
• In admiration of the active involvement and participation of the tribal women in agriculture and farm activities, there is a need for reduction of their drudgery chiefly in weeding, harvesting and postharvest operations, to enable the tribal farm women to accomplish their activities, with no help from others.
• To enhance their productivity in terms of economy, they should be educated in effective and new technologies of farming systems like mixed framing system, integrated farming system etc. to increase their incomes.
